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daily exhibitions in its use."   In a postscript Dr. Hun adds:
"It was a God-fearing school."

Joseph Henry, at one time teacher at the Albany Academy,
later head of the Smithsonian Institute, in an address before
the Association for the Advancement of Science, in session in
Albany in 1851, said of Melville's Alma Mater: "The Albany
Academy was and still is one of the first, if not the very first,
institution of its kind in the United States. It early opposed
the pernicious maxim that a child should be taught nothing
but what it could perfectly understand, and that the sole ob-
ject of instruction is to teach a child to think."

Since Melville was in 1834 employed as clerk in the New
York State Bank (a post he doubtless owed to his uncle, Peter
Gansevoort, who was one of the Trustees) he must have
ceased to enjoy the advantages of the Albany Academy before
that date. During the time of Melville's attendance, the same
texts were used by all students alike during their first three
years at the Albany Academy. This, then, would seem to be
a list of the texts (offered by the courtesy of Dr. Hun) studied
by Melville:

ist Year:

Latin Grammar

Historia Sacra

Turner's Exercises (begun)

Latin Reader

Irving's Universal History
2d Year:

Latin Reader continued

Turner's Exercises

Cornelius Nepos

Irving's Grecian and Roman Histories

Roman Antiquities

3d Year:

Caesar, Ovid, Latin Prosody

Turner's Exercises, Translations

Irving's Grecian Antiquities

Mythology and Biography

Greek Grammares as well as gentlemen." In what capacity, if any,
